THAT  ALABASTER  BOX. 
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“Verily  I  say  unto  you,  Wheresoever  this  gospel  shall  he  preached 
throughout  the  whole  world,  this  also  that  she  hath  done  shall  be  spoken  of 
for  a  memorial  of  her.” — Mark  14  :  9. 


A  week  ago  we  were  led  to  contemplate  the  Saviour  at  a 
wedding,  in  the  beginning  of  His  public  ministry.  We  are 
now  to  contemplate  him  at  a  dinner,  at  the  close  of  that 
ministry.  The  one  scene  was  located  at  Cana,  of  Galilee, 
near  the  place  of  his  birth  ;  the  other  in  Bethany,  of  Judea, 
adjoining  the  place  of  his  death.  In  the  one  instance  the 
attention  is  directed  to  a  deed  of  wonder  which  He  wrought 
for  His  friends  ;  but  here  the  chief  thing  is  a  remarkable  act 
which  a  friend  performs  for  Him. 

There  lived  in  Bethany  one  Simon,  known  as  the  leper. 
Perhaps  he  was  the  subject  of  one  of  those  cures  which 
Jesus  had  previously  wrought  in  that  vicinity.  He  was,  at 
any  rate,  a  friend  of  the  Saviour,  and  was  moved  by  his  re¬ 
gard  to  honor  Him  with  a  special  entertainment.  Jesus  ac¬ 
cepted  the  proffered  favor,  and  became  Simon's  guest.  We 
know  hut  little  of  what  transpired  on  the  occasion,  except 
the  occurrence  to  which  the  text  refers,  which  is  rehearsed 
in  each  of  the  Gospels.  While  they  were  sitting,  or  reclin¬ 
ing,  at  the  table,  there  came  a  woman,  whose  name  was 
Mary,  having  an  alabaster  box  of  very  costly  perfumery, 
with  which  she  anointed  the  Saviour’s  head  and  feet.  So 
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very  expensive  was  the  article  which  she  thus  lavished  upon 
her  Lord,  that  the  matter  became  the  subject  of  comment 
among  the  guests,  some  of  whom  reproached  the  woman  for 
extravagance  and  waste,  and  none  of  whom  seemed  to  view 
the  act  with  favor.  But  the  finding  of  fault  tended  only 
to  set  it  out  with  more  conspicuity,  and  to  draw  forth  the 
Saviour  as  its  defender  and  eulogist.  u  Jesus  said,  Let  her 
alone  ;  why  trouble  ye  her  ?  she  hath  wrought  a  good  work 
on  me.  .  .  .  She  hath  done  what  she  could.  .  .  .  Verily  I 
say  unto  you,  Wheresoever  this  gospel  shall  be  preached 
throughout  the  whole  world,  this  also  that  she  hath  done 
shall  be  spoken  of  for  a  memorial  of  her.” 

Thus,  then,  the  Saviour  embalms  the  costly  deeds  of  de¬ 
votion  done  to  Him.  Thus  He  sets  them  up  on  high  for 
perpetual  admiration.  And  thus  He  ordains  for  the  keep¬ 
ing  of  them  before  the  hearers  of  His  Word  to  stimulate 
and  direct  the  beneficence  of  His  people  to  the  end  of  time. 

There  be  some  who  have  difficulty  in  understanding  the 
reason  for  such  striking  and  peculiar  honor  of  this  act  of  this 
woman.  Whilst  they  are  willing  to  admit  that  the  disciples 
went  to  one  extreme  in  their  censure,  they  still  cannot  rid 
themselves  of  the  idea  that  the  Saviour  went  to  the  other 
extreme  in  His  extraordinary  praise.  They  cannot  perceive 
any  such  pre-eminent  merit  in  the  act  as  to  entitle  it  to  be 
thus  inseparably  associated  with  the  Gospel ;  and,  to  relieve 
this  feeling,  some  have  resorted  to  very  fanciful  explana¬ 
tions,  and  have  ascribed  thoughts  and  ideas  to  Mary  which 
we  may  be  confident  were  not  hers  when  the  alabaster  box 
was  broken.  There  is  no  evidence  that  she  thought  of  a 
literal  embalming  of  the  body  of  Jesus  with  a  view  to  His 
death ;  nor  is  it  likely  that  she  was  thinking  of  His  death 
at  all.  Her  act  was  simply  a  votive  honor  done  to  one  whom 


not  the  thought  of  Mary.  On  the  other  hand,  the  honor 


put  upon  it  by  the  Saviour,  and  the  linking  of  it  with  the 


universal  proclamation  of  the  Gospel,  was  not  so  much  on 
account  of  the  special  meritoriousness  of  the  deed  or  of  the 
doer  of  it,  as  for  the  sake  of  the  Gospel  itself,  and  the  right 
understanding  of  it  and  its  spirit  by  those  to  whom  it  comes. 
It  was  at  once  a  parable  of  the  breaking  of  Christ’s  body, 
and  an  exemplification  of  the  life  of  Christianity  in  sincere 
believers.  Even  apart,  therefore,  from  its  personal  relations, 
it  is  quite  as  worthy  its  place  in  the  Gospel  as  any  other 
parable  or  any  other  illustrative  incident ;  whilst  yet  there 
is  an  additional  warmth  and  worth  in  it  by  reason  of  its  his¬ 
toric  reality,  and  its  grouping  in  among  the  base  transac¬ 
tions  of  Christ’s  enemies  which  presently  resulted  in  the 
great  tragedy  of  Calvary  itself. 

But  it  is  not  my  object  to  enter  fully  upon  the  subject 
now.  I  have  introduced  it  for  a  particular  purpose.  The 
regulations  of  this  congregation  call  for  an  annual  sermon 
on  Christian  beneficence.  The  time  for  that  sermon  for 
1878  has  come,  and  in  proceeding  to  give  it  this  morning  I 
bring  forward  this  matter  of  the  alabaster  box  as  happily 
illustrative  of  the  theme,  and  worthy  of  special  consideration 
in  such  a  relation ;  and  I  pray  that  the  Lord  of  Simon  and 
Mary,  who  has  caused  these  things  to  be  written  for  our 
learning,  may  enable  us  in  such  wise  to  “  mark,  learn,  and 
inwardly  digest  them,”  that  they  may  have  their  due  effect 
upon  every  one  of  us  ! 

I.  I  note,  then,  that  our  Saviour  lays  great  stress  upon 
the  practical  in  religion.  The  subject  of  the  commendation 
in  this  case  was,  “  this  that  she  hath  done”  Of  course  Mary 


was  full  of  deep  emotion  j  burn in g  ;t lmu grips  and  feelings  of 
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adoring  contemplation  ivere 1  gloWing  in  her  heart.  But  it 
was  not  so  much  her  emotions,  her  thoughts,  her  feelings, 
her  inward  experiences,  as  the  outward  deed  which  prac¬ 
tically  embodied  them,  that  the  Saviour  eulogized.  Some 
think  it  matters  not  about  the  outward,  if  only  the  heart 
be  right ;  but  the  idea  here  is  rather  that  the  heart  itself  is 
not  right  if  it  does  not  show  its  righteousness  in  right  deeds. 
True  Christianity  is  always  practical ;  it  is  theoretical,  con¬ 
templative,  emotional  also  ;  but  the  fruits  of  those  doctrines, 
contemplations,  and  emotions  upon  the  life,  and  the  deeds 
they  bring  forth,  are  still  the  final  test.  “  By  their  fruits  ye 
shall  know  them  ”  If  the  thing  fails  to  tell  on  the  will  and 
the  activities  of  the  man,  and  is  not  powerful  enough  to  bring 
out  and  break  the  alabaster  box  for  Jesus,  and  comes  to  no 
self-sacrificing  deeds  in  honor  of  the  Lord  it  worships,  it  is 
a  mere  conceit  and  self-deception,  and  not  a  genuine  Chris¬ 
tianity.  Our  religion  is  not  a  dead  philosophy,  nor  yet  mere 
ecstatic  feeling.  A  system  of  Divine  truth  is  involved,  the 
acceptation  of  a  creed,  the  confession  of  a  faith,  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  a  right  belief,  and  also  a  touching  of  the  heart 
with  tender  feelings,  and  an  awakenment  of  the  emotions  ; 
but  it  comes  not  to  perfection,  and  miscarries  in  a  vital  point 
if  the  will  be  not  correspondingly  swayed,  and  the  activities 
and  deeds  of  the  man  be  not  conformed  to  what  is  professed. 
Faith  alone  justifies ;  but  the  faith  that  justifies  is  a  faith 
that  u works f  a  faith  that  brings  forth  fruit,  a  faith  that 
shows  itself  in  what  the  man  does.  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of 
the  law  ;  but  not  simple  emotion.  The  love  that  fulfils  the 
law  is  an  active  charity,  a  love  that  cannot  rest  from  its 
anxiety  to  please  and  honor  its  object  in  living  deed.  Man 
is  saved  by  the  free  bounty  and  grace  of  God,  accepted  by 
simple  faith ;  but  that  very  fact  becomes  the  stronger  bond 
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and  impulse  to  do  something ,  which  doing  is  a  necessary  part 
of  the  evidence  that  the  faith  is  there.  Hence,  if  people  are 
not  willing  and  anxious  to  do  something  for  Christ,  and  ex¬ 
cuse  themselves  from  breaking  the  alabaster  box  for  His 
anointing,  the  inference  must  he  that  they  do  not  yet  truly 
believe,  and  are  not  yet  proper  Christians  according  to  the 
only  true  Christianity. 

II.  I  note  that  the  right  motive  to  Christian  activity  and 
self-denial  is  love  for  Christ,  and  not  mere  earthly  effect. 
The  breaking  of  this  alabaster  box  was  an  act  of  pure  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  Lord  Jesus.  Mary  had  no  other  thought  than 
to  do  homage  to  Him  who  had  done  so  much  for  her,  and 
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who  was  worthy  of  the  highest  that  could  be  done.  She 
saw  excellencies  of  wisdom,  goodness,  and  power  there,  and 
treasures  of  light  and  love,  which  drew  forth  all  the  energies 
of  her  being,  and  rendered  no  sacrifice  too  costly  for  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  her  adoring  affection.  And  this  is  the  controll¬ 
ing  principle  in  all  pure  Christian  beneficence.  It  is  not  so 
much  the  particular  result  of  the  deed  or  gift — the  immedi¬ 
ate  tangible  use  of  the  thing — the  comfort  of  the  suffering 
poor,  the  alleviation  of  the  miseries  of  men,  the  direct  pro¬ 
motion  of  the  good  of  society.  That  is  mere  humanitarian- 
ism,  and  may  be  wholly  separated  from  Christianity.  It  is 
not  so  much  what  the  thing  will  accomplish  toward  the  con¬ 
version  of  the  world  even, — the  building  up  of  a  particular 
enterprise,  the  success  of  such  a  mission,  or  the  achievement 
of  a  work  which  will  thus  and  so  further  the  general  advan¬ 
tage.  These  are  points  deserving  to  be  considered  and  may 
rightfully  have  weight  in  modifying  the  forms  and  direc¬ 
tions  of  our  endeavors  ;  but  they  are  not  at  all  the  base  or 
spring  of  genuine  Christian  beneficence.  It  is  just  as  much 
our  business  to  send  out  and  sustain  missionaries  though  the 
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world  never  should  be  converted,  and  to  support  the  Gospel 
though  not  one  of  ten  thousand  should  ever  believe  it.  It 
is  not  for  the  world’s  sake,  not  for  the  Church’s  sake,  not 
for  society’s  sake,  but  for  Christ’s  sake  that  we  are  to  labor 
and  give  in  these  things. 

True  Christianity  makes  much  of  Jesus,  and  more  than 
of  all  other  things  besides.  He  is  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of 
all  Christian  doctrines,  all  Christian  impulses,  all  Christian 
duties.  He  is  the  radiating  centre  of  all  true  light  and 
blessedness,  and  it  is  as  our  hearts  account  of  Him,  gravitate 
towards  Him,  revolve  about  Him,  and  are  drawn  and  pro¬ 
pelled  with  reference  to  Him,  that  we  take  on  or  reject 
the  life  He  came  to  impart.  The  grand  substance  of  all 
our  sacred  books,  all  our  sacred  ordinances,  all  our  sacred 
hopes,  and  so  all  the  great  motives  of  a  true  Christian  benefi¬ 
cence  are  summed  up  in  Jesus.  All  Christian  faith,  feeling, 
and  doing  has  its  starting-point  and  stopping-point,  its  be¬ 
ginning,  continuity,  and  end,  in  Him,  and  what  He  is  to  His 
true  people.  We  live  as  Christians  because  He  lives,  and 
we  are  and  do,  so  far  as  we  are  and  act  the  Christian,  solely 
by  reason  of  what  He  is  and  has  done  and  has  appointed, 
aud  not  from  mere  utilitarian  calculations  of  so  much  gained 
by  so  much  invested,  or  so  much  earthly  good  done  by  so 
many  dollars  expended.  Of  all  things  known,  Christianity, 
in  every  method  of  contemplation,  is  the  furthest  from  every¬ 
thing  mercenary.  Christ  came  and  gave  Himself,  and  did 
all  His  redemptive  work  in  attestation  of  the  wondrous  love 
of  God,  and  answering  love  on  our  part,  which  ever  struggles 
for  the  highest  and  fullest  possible  expressions  of  honor  and 
appreciation  of  that  goodness,  is  the  life  and  soul,  as  it  is  the 
motive  and  thought,  of  all  Christian  ethics  and  beneficence. 

Talk  they  of  morals?  0,  thou  bleeding  Lamb! 

The  best  morality  is  love  to  thee. 
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III.  I  note  that  the  highest  deeds  of  Christian  love  and 
beneficence  are  not  always  comprehensible  and  satisfactory 
to  earthly  reason.  A  mere  humanitarian  goodness  is  readily 
understood,  and  generally  commended,  even  when  it  is  not 
practiced.  Men  can  see  the  propriety  of  giving  meat  to  the 
hungry  and  drink  to  the  thirsty.  They  can  appreciate  the 
protection  of  the  defenceless  and  homeless  stranger,  the 
clothing  of  the  naked,  the  visiting  of  the  sick,  and  the  alle¬ 
viation  of  suffering.  And  if  costly  boxes  of  precious  things 
are  sold,  and  the  proceeds  distributed  among  the  poor,  even 
a  money-loving  Judas,  with  all  his  treachery  to  the  Saviour, 
is  ready  to  applaud,  and  commend,  and  unite  in,  and  all  the 
more  if  he  can  be  the  almoner  of  other  people’s  bounty 
with  a  chance  to  pilfer  for  the  indulgence  of  his  own  lusts. 
So  too  with  regard  to  matters  more  strictly  religious.  The 
respectable  support  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel,  conve¬ 
nient  churches,  and  the  extension  of  the  field  of  operations 
in  easily  accessible  places  and  cheap  ways,  many  can  under¬ 
stand  and  approve.  But  the  moment  things  run  beyond  the 
realm  of  the  immediately,  obviously  and  materially  useful, 
into  that  of  the  honorable,  the  lovely,  and  the  morally 
beautiful,  when  the  idea  is  to  realize  something  above  bare 
necessity  and  convenience,  and  in  nearer  accord  with  the 
grandeur  and  majesty  of  our  God,  when  the  call  is  to  sacri¬ 
fice  the  alabaster  box  to  a  sentiment  separate  from  questions 
of  a  mere  earthy  utility,  and  to  pour  out  the  costly  spike¬ 
nard  in  testimony  of  an  appreciation  of  the  Saviour  apart 
from  other  considerations ;  even  good  men  sometimes  shake 
their  heads  with  disapprobation  and  become  indignant  at 
the  extravagance,  and  earnest  disciples  themselves  mis¬ 
takenly  join  with  Judas  in  pronouncing  it  a  waste  of  what 
might  have  been  so  much  better  appropriated.  The  conclu¬ 
sion  lurks  in  men’s  hearts  that  nothing  can  be  good  in  a 
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religious  way  which  takes  hold  upon  our  treasures  and  ab¬ 
sorbs  them,  while  there  are  physical  miseries  in  the  world 
which  have  not  been  relieved,  or  destitutions  that  have  not 
been  supplied.  But  it  is  a  false  conclusion.  The  reference 
to  the  poor,  made  by  these  objectors,  shows  that  there  was 
plenty  of  penury,  want,  and  misery  about  when  Jesus  sat 
down  to  Simon’s  dinner,  and  received  upon  His  head  the 
costly  anointing  of  Mary.  Xor  was  He  unaware  of  the  fact. 
And  yet  He  hesitated  not  to  pronounce  Mary’s  costly  expen¬ 
diture  upon  his  person,  “  a  good  work”  and  far  higher  in  the 
scale  than  ministrations  to  people  simply  out  of  commisera¬ 
tion  for  indigence  and  distress.  It  is  good  to  pity  and  good 
to  relieve  suffering  whenever  we  can,  and  people  should  do 
much  more  of  it  than  is  done ;  but  it  is  better  to  have  a 
right  appreciation  of  Christ,  and  to  love  Him  with  a  love 
that  counts  the  costliest  alabaster  box  but  a  trifle  when  ex¬ 
pended  to  His  honor.  As  Jesus  is  better  for  what  He  is 
than  the  poor  for  their  poverty,  so  what  directly  honors  and 
exalts  Him  is  superior  to  mere  helping  of  them.  True,  He 
would  have  mercy  and  not  sacrifice  ;  but  neither  would  He 
have  the  mercy  which  sacrifices  Him  and  His  rightful  honor 
in  self-complacent  charities,  and  robs  God  to  help  those  whom 
God  has  left  poor.  There  is  at  the  least  a  freedom  of  choice 
in  the  case,  which  our  Lord  defends,  and  not  an  intermina¬ 
ble  mortgage  of  our  goods  and  gifts  to  the  necessities  and 
miseries  of  the  thriftless,  or  to  mere  conveniences  and  utili¬ 
ties.  There  are  hymns  of  worship,  and  songs  of  praise,  and 
anthems  of  adoration,  and  sermons  of  mighty  point  and 
power,  and  glorious  proclamations  of  the  Christhood  and 
majesty  of  Jesus,  which  no  ministrations  to  the  poor  can 
give,  and  which  Christ  accepts,  applauds,  and  enshrines  for 
perpetual  admiration,  even  though  requiring  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  fortunes  in  ways  which  many  in  their  lowborn 
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thinking  consider  useless,  wasteful,  and  iniquitous.  Neither 
is  it  the  true  spirit  of  Christ  to  be  always  considering  for 
how  much  or  for  how  little  this  or  that  can  be  done.  Though 
things  he  worthy  in  themselves,  there  are  still  questions  of 
sentiment,  manner,  and  degree  remaining  to  be  met.  And, 
after  all,  that  which  is  handsomest  in  these  respects  is  the 
best  and  ranks  the  highest.  The  mere  useful  and  necessary  is 
not  the  true  standard  of  right.  An  ounce  of  Mary’s  spike¬ 
nard  might  have  served  for  a  clever  anointing,  but  she  used 
the  whole  pound ,  and  so  imparted  to  her  deed  a  magnificence 
better  befitting  both  her  affection  and  its  object,  and  invested 
the  act  with  a  glory  of  proportions  without  which  there 
would  have  been  less  fault  found  by  the  disciples,  but  also 
less  praise  bestowed  by  Christ.  Let  us  not  be  too  confident 
and  forward  to  discountenance  and  censure  costly  things 
undertaken  and  done  in  honor  of  Jesus,  or  to  frown  dis¬ 
pleasure  when  loving  devotion  breaks  its  alabaster  box 
for  His  anointing,  regardless  of  the  question  how  many 
poor  families  it  would  have  served,  or  how  many  loaves  of 
bread  it  might  have  bought.  The  blessed  Lord  rebuked  His 
disciples  for  this  earthy  way  of  measuring  the  worth  of  a 
great  act  of  adoring  love,  and  commanded  them  to  desist. 
What  is  noble,  and  lovely,  and  elegant,  is  likewise  useful 
and  good  in  the  Saviour’s  eyes.  And  this  too  is  remarkable, 
that  it  is  generally  other  people’s  alabaster  boxes  that  fault¬ 
finders  would  dispose  of  for  the  poor,  whilst  their  own  are 
not  forthcoming  either  for  the  poor  or  anything  else. 

IV.  I  note  that  the  measure  of  excellence  in  Christian 
beneficence  is  our  ability  and  opportunity,  and  not  its  fore- 
calculated  results.  Mary  did  what  she  could.  She  em¬ 
braced  the  opportunity  that  presented  of  testifying  her  de¬ 
votion,  and  she  improved  that  opportunity  to  the  full  extent 
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of  her  power.  This  is  what  the  Saviour  testifies  concerning 
her,  and  this  is  the  chief  point  of  ITis  eulogy.  And  these  two 
things,  opportunity  and  ability ,  are  the  two  elements  which 
must  ever  determine  the  character  of  our  performances. 
There  is  no  delinquency  where  there  is  no  opportunity,  and 
there  is  no  fault  where  there  is  no  ability.  But  where 
there  is  an  alabaster  box  of  spikenard,  however  precious  in 
itself  or  in  its  owner’s  eyes,  and  the  Saviour  is  within  reach 
to  be  anointed,  it  must  be  brought  out,  willingly  broken,  and 
all  its  contents  cheerfully  poured  forth,  or  it  cannot  be  said 
of  the  owner,  “she  hath  done  what  she  could,”  and  whatever 
else  is  done  there  is  no  approximation  to  the  subject  of  this 
eulogium. 

The  question  about  results  is  altogether  a  subordinate  one 
at  best.  Mary  had  no  thought  of  making  Christ  her  debtor, 
nor  was  there  a  taint  of  the  superexalted  utilitarianism  of 
our  day  about  her.  She  felt  only  that  she  was  an  ignorant, 
fallen,  needy  creature ;  that  Christ  had  been  to  her  a  great 
Comforter  and  Saviour ;  that  she  had  a  soul  which  He  alone 
could  satisfy  ;  that  a  debt  of  gratitude  and  affection  was  due 
to  him  toward  which  her  utmost  resources  and  powers  were 
only  as  a  drop  in  the  bucket;  and  by  the  impulse  of  this 
feeling  she  did  what  she  could  to  honor  the  person  of  her 
Lord.  Whether  or  not  her  deed  should  ever  come  into 
remembrance,  whether  or  not  it  would  ever  tell  in  any  re¬ 
spect  for  herself  or  for  others,  she  did  not  wait  to  consider ; 
that  was  quite  too  low  a  plane  for  so  high  an  impulse.  She 
had  the  alabaster  box,  and  the  opportunity  of  bestowing  it 
upon  her  dear  Lord  presented,  and  it  was  the  joy  of  her  soul 
to  break  the  box  and  to  lavish  the  whole  of  its  contents 
upon  Him,  though  the  effect  and  memory  of  the  loving  act 
should  vanish  with  the  ointment’s  fragrance.  And  this 
hesitating  to  do  for  Jesus  until  we  foresee  what  is  to  come 


11 


of  it,  is  never  the  most  hopeful  symptom.  We  owe  it  to  do 
all  we  can,  promptly  and  gladly,  without  waiting  to  be 
assured  first  of  a  certain  measure  of  practical  earthly  results. 
It  is  well  to  have  usefulness  in  view ;  but  whatever  honors 
Christ  and  attests  our  right  appreciation  of  Him,  has  its 
character  for  goodness  sufficiently  guaranteed  for  us  to  em¬ 
brace  the  opportunity  of  doing  it  with  thankfulness  and 
liberality.  The  word  to  all  Christians  is,  a Occupy  till  I 
come  and  in  that  occupancy  we  are  to  persevere,  doing  the 
best  we  can,  and  leaving  the  rest  to  God.  Neither  is  it  the 
accomplished  result  of  what  we  do  that  gives  the  true  meas¬ 
ure  of  the  worth  and  reward  of  our  endeavors,  so  much  as 
the  honesty,  fidelity,  and  devotion  to  Jesus  in  which  they 
are  wrought.  It  is  not  what  Mary’s  spikenard  was  to  do  in 
the  world,  nor  what  it  actually  did,  that  was  the  subject  of 
Christ’s  commendation,  hut  simply  that,  out  of  love  to 
Jesus,  she  had  done  what  she  could  to  honor  Him. 

And  as  it  is  our  duty  to  aim  at  doing  the  best,  it  would 
also  seem  to  he  the  standard  of  our  Christian  obligation  to 
give  and  do  according  to  the  full  measure  of  our  opportuni¬ 
ties  and  ability.  We  are  not  our  own.  By  the  triple  bond 
of  creation,  preservation,  and  redemption,  we  belong  to  our 
Lord.  Every  power  of  body  and  faculty  of  mind,  every  affec¬ 
tion  of  heart  and  endowment  of  person  or  estate,  and  every 
capability  and  activity  of  our  being  is  the  rightful  property 
of  Jesus.  Everything,  therefore,  which  we  are,  have,  or  can 
do  is  forever  due  to  Him,  and  should  be  willingly  and  cheer¬ 
fully  so  appropriated.  Christ  has  done  all  He  can  for  us,  and 
how  can  our  duty  be  less  than  to  do  all  we  can  for  Him  ? 
Having  healed  us  of  our  leprosy,  shall  we  not  return  to  give 
Him  glory  ?  In  the  time  past  we  have  done  much  wrong  to 
J esus  and  His  rights  ;  and  now  that  He  has  not  given  us  over 
to  perish  in  our  sins,  but  freely  accepted  us  into  His  saving 
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favor,  are  we  not  bound  to  do  all  we  can  to  repair  and 
compensate  for  those  past  wrongs  and  injuries?  Satan  also 
is  doing  all  he  can  to  defeat  the  merciful  designs  of  our 
gracious  Lord,  and  shall  we  allow  it  right  in  us  to  be  less 
earnest  ^nd  devoted  in  good  than  the  devil  is  in  evil  ? 

In  order,  then,  to  ascertain  the  length,  and  breadth,  and 
depth,  and  height  of  our  duty  under  this  principle,  only  two 
things  need  to  be  ascertained,  First,  what  opportunities  are 
at  hand  to  attest  our  devotion  to  our  Saviour ;  and  Second, 
what  resources  are  within  our  control  and  at  our  disposition 
to  make  the  attestation.  And  hardly  can  we  be  at  a  loss 
for  an  answer  to  either  of  these  questions. 

Jesus  had  come  to  the  village  in  which  Mary  lived.  He 
was  with  His  disciples  in  the  house  of  Simon  the  leper. 
There  she  could  find  Him,  and  have  access  to  Him  for  the 
princely  testimony  it  was  in  her  heart  to  give  of  her  thank¬ 
fulness  and  adoration.  In  that  respect  He  is  not  now  in  our 
world,  and  gives  no  opportunity  for  us  to  bring  our  thank- 
offerings  to  Him.  But  there  are  respects  in  which  He  is 
still  on  earth  as  literally  and  truly  as  ever  He  was.  Yea,  and 
He  hath  also  come  into  our  own  neighborhood,  and  is  even 
now  in  places  near  to  our  dwellings,  where  they  that  wish 
may  find  Him  and  gain  near  access  to  Him.  He  himself 

j 

hath  said :  “  Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my 
name ,  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them.”  Forever  true  is  it 
that  where  His  disciples  are  there  He  is  and  ministers,  and 

may  be  approached  by  all  who  seek  or  love  Him.  Here  is 

* 

His  Church,  in  which  He  lives  and  manifests  Himself.  In  it 
His  living  presence  pulsates.  Bight  communion  with  it  is 
at  the  same  time  communion  with  Him.  And  in  the  man¬ 
ner  we  deal  towards  it  we  deal  towards  Him.  Would  we 
come  to  Him?  In  the  Church  we  are  to  find  Him.  Would 
we  honor  him  with  votive  offerings — with  the  Eastern  Magi, 
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bring  him  gold,  and  frankincense,  and  myrrh,  or,  with  Mary, 
our  alabaster  box  of  precious  nard?  The  Church,  in  her 
true  sphere  and  functions,  is  the  organism  He  has  Himself 
constituted  by  which  to  receive  them,  the  same  as  if  He  were 
visibly  and  tangibly  present.  Here  are  her  pulpits,  to  be 
filled  with  mouthpieces  of  His  word,  whom  it  is  her  duty  to 
educate,  and  train,  and  fit  for  the  momentous  work,  for 
which  treasures  must  be  spent,  and  the  cost  of  which  His 
friends  must  bear.  And  here  are  her  waste  places  and  mis¬ 
sion  fields,  which  can  only  be  built  up  from  without  and  the 
sending  in  of  workers  and  of  strength,  which  require  to  be 
furnished  and  sustained  out  of  men’s  gratuitous  attestations 
of  their  affection  to  their  Lord.  And  here  are  costly  temples 
to  be  built,  as  sanctuaries  of  souls ;  and  competent  ministries 
of  the  Word  and  Sacraments  to  be  sustained;  and  the  pro¬ 
prieties  of  public  worship  to  be  provided  for ;  and  the  means 
and  agencies  to  be  supplied  for  diffusing  the  light  and  truth 
by  which  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men  are  fed.  And  here, 
in  our  own  connection  especially,  are  young  beginnings  of 
all  descriptions,  needing  the  fostering  care  and  diligent  nur¬ 
ture,  -for  which  the  means  are  not  half  commensurate  with 
the  wants.  In  these  Jesus  is,  and  in  them  He  is  at  hand, 
close  beside  our  own  dwellings,  and  ready  to  receive  and 
bless  all  the  offerings  His  people  are  willing  to  bring. 

And  as  to  the  question  concerning  resources,  there  would 
seem  to  be  as  little  difficulty.  People  are  wont  to  talk  with 
fluency  about  their  inability  to  do  what  they  would  like  to 
do.  But  who  is  the  man,  woman,  or  child  to  whom  these 
words  come  that  will  stand  up  before  Omniscient  God  and 
say  that  all  has  been  done  that  can  be  done?  Ho  one 
will  say  this  of  his  neighbor,  and  no  one  dare  say  it  of 
himself.  The  ability  is  here.  God  has  given  it.  He  has 
left  no  one  entirely  empty-handed.  And  if  Mary’s  heart 
were  in  the  place  of  the  hearts  that  are,  that  ability  would 
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show  itself,  and  alabaster  boxes  would  come  in  numbers  that 
would  astonish  and  thrill  the  world.  When  our  modern 
Christians,  who  are  so  straitened  in  their  circumstances 
when  the  cause  of  Jesus  calls,  desire  to  honor  themselves,  or 
their  friends,  or  some  fashion  that  has  struck  their  fancy, 
and  wish  to  indulge  some  “lust  of  the  flesh,”  or  “  lust  of  the 
eyes,”  or  u  pride  of  life,”  I  find  that  they  can  always  make  a 
way  to  do  it,  and  somehow  are  rich  enough  for  the  purpose. 
By  what  peculiar  genius  their  poverty  and  helplessness  are 
charmed  away  for  such  occasions  they,  perhaps,  can  better 
tell  than  I ;  but  the  singular  fact  I  have  not  failed  to  note, 
and  it  is  ample  proof  to  me  that  these  people  might  well, 
and  without  feeling  it,  add  vastly  to  what  they  do  for  Christ, 
and  still  be  far  from  being  able  to  say  that  they  have  done 
what  they  could.  And,  as  a  minister  of  Christ,  here  to  rep¬ 
resent  and  speak  for  Him,  I  put  it  to  your  consciences,  my 
brethren,  to  consider  whether  you  have  not  some  alabaster 
box  hidden  away,  unused,  which  might  reasonably  be 
brought  forth  and  broken  in  honor  of  your  Saviour?  You 
are  carefully  keeping  it  back — for  what  ?  Perhaps  in  a  few 
years  to  be  quarrelled  over  by  greedy  and  ungrateful  heirs  ; 
to  be  broken  and  wasted  upon  base  passion  and  unholy  lust 
after  you  are  gone ;  to  be  finally  and  forever  spent  in  the 
devil’s  service!  The  foolish  man  heapeth  up  riches,  and 
knoweth  not  who  shall  gather  them.  I  charge  you,  bring 
out  that  hoarded  box,  and  bear  it  to  your  Lord,  and  let  the 
whole  of  it  be  spent  on  Him  ;  for  only  then  will  you  have 
done  wrhat  is  fully  within  your  power,  and  called  for  by  your 
Saviour’s  deeds  of  love  for  you. 

V.  I  had  laid  out  to  be  noted  yet  one  other  point  of  promi¬ 
nence  and  importance  in  this  case,  but  can  do  no  more  than 
barely  refer  to  it  now,  namely,  that  Jesus  will  marvellously 
do  for  those  who  do  all  they  can  for  Him.  He  defended 
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Mary  when  assailed,  and  not  only  silenced  her  accusers  but 
converted  them  into  eulogists.  He  gave  command  to  those 
fault-finders  that  whithersoever  they  should  afterwards  go 
with  the  story  of  His  own  great  deed  of  love  in  giving  His 
sacred  body  to  be  broken  for  the  world’s  redemption,  they 
should  also  tell  of  Mary’s  deed  of  love  to  Him.  And  even 
from  those  lips,  too  forward  to  condemn,  the  narration  of  that 
deed  passed  into  the  inspired  memoirs  of  our  Lord  to  be 
read  by  all  the  friends  of  Jesus  to  the  end  of  time.  We 
would  think  one  might  well  afford  to  lose  an  alabaster  box 
with  all  its  costly  contents,  and  to  be  spoken  against  for  a 
time  besides,  for  such  a  championship  in  Jesus,  and  such  a 
recantation  in  His  apostles.  Mary  anticipated  no  such  honor, 
but  it  came.  Nor  has  the  usefulness  and  beneficent  worth 
of  the  loving  deed  been  less  than  the  fame  which  has  been 
given  it.  Though  lost  upon  Judas,  it  was  not  lost  to  Christ, 
nor  to  His  Gospel,  nor  to  His  people  in  any  of  all  these  ages. 
The  box  perished,  and  its  material  contents  soon  vanished 
upon  the  air,  but  the  odor  of  them  has  been  wafted  over 
the  whole  world,  filled  all  Christian  churches  with  its  fra¬ 
grance,  and  served  to  enlighten,  cheer,  and  bless  the  souls  of 
millions,  inspiring  them  to  nobler  deeds  and  intenser  devo¬ 
tions.  And  so  all  deeds  of  fullhearted  and  self-sacrificing 
love  for  Jesus  must  be  rewarded.  That  reward  is  not  to  be 
the  motive  for  doing  them ;  for  true  love  is  not  tarnished  by 
wThat  is  mercenary,  but  Christ  has  given  promises  and  exam¬ 
ples  of  what  he  will  do  in  such  instances  of  devotion,  that 
we  may  be  the  more  encouraged  and  the  better  directed  to 
devise  liberal  things  for  His  honor  and  glory. 

But  I  must  close  these  remarks. 

For  three  years  has  our  present  system  for  collecting  the 
gifts  and  offerings  of  our  congregation  now  been  in  opera¬ 
tion.  It  has  been  a  successful  system.  The  average  per 
year  that  has  been  realized  by  means  of  it  is  $7186.44. 
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The  actual  receipts,  beside  some  unpaid  subscriptions,  for  the 
year  just  closed,  have  been  $6400.39.  How  this  has  been 
appropriated  and  expended,  the  committee  having  the  mat¬ 
ter  in  charge  will  themselves  explain  over  their  own  signa¬ 
tures.  The  plan  that  has  worked  so  well,  and  now  for  three 
successive  years  kept  up  our  revenues  for  beneficence  to 
almost  three  times  the  highest  that  ever  was  realized  in  any 
year  under  any  other  system,  has  certainly  proven  itself 
worthy  of  continuance.  It  will  therefore  be  continued. 
Tablets  will  again  he  issued,  accompanied  with  explanatory 
documents  as  heretofore.  These  tablets  are  to  be  returned 
with  notations  on  them  of  what  each  recipient  of  them  is 
willing  to  give  for  1873.  If  any  are  persuaded  before  God 
that  they  have  harmed  themselves  by  giving  too  much  in 
years  past,  let  them  reduce  the  figures  to  suit  their  convic¬ 
tions.  And  if  any,  after  a  fair  and  honest  review  of  the 
matter,  are  brought  to  believe  that  they  could  and  ought  to 
do  more  than  last  year,  let  them  do  it  with  a  willing  and 
cheerful  heart.  It  is  not  for  us  to  dictate  in  any  case.  One 
beauty  of  the  Gospel  is,  that  it  puts  all  these  matters  upon 
the  individual’s  own  conscience,  leaving  it  free  to  each  to  do 
just  exactly  what  he  is  convinced  he  ought  to  do.  In  this, 
however,  there  is  need  for  all  to  be  on  guard,  not  to  allow 
natural  cupidity,  selfishness,  avarice,  and  a  carnal  greed,  to 
stifle  and  override  conscience,  or  to  hinder  a  full,  honest,  and 
faithful  acting  up  to  what  conscience,  duly  enlightened,  dic¬ 
tates  ;  for  in  all  these  things  we  will  have  to  answer  at  the 
great  day. 

May  God  have  mercy  upon  our  many  delinquencies.  May 
He  strengthen  and  help  us  amid  the  weakness  and  dangers 
that  beset  us.  And  may  He  so  influence  and  direct  us  by 
His  true  Word  and  Spirit  that  we  may  honestly  and  cheer¬ 
fully  discharge  all  our  duty,  and  not  fail  of  that  memorial 
which  is  for  them  who  have  done  what  they  could. 


